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Aim: Is Fascism the best economic and political system to follow? 

DAY ONE 

Aim: Was Benito Mussolini's rise to power legitimate? 
Definition of Economic and Political Systems 

Directions: View the chart below. Enter pros and cons for Fascism, Communism, Dictatorship, 
and Representative Democracy. 



System 


Description 


Pros 


Cons 


FEUDALISM 


You have two cows. Your 
lord takes some of the 
milk. 






PURE SOCIALISM 


You have two cows. The 
government takes them 
and puts them in a barn 
with everyone else's cows. 
You have to take care of 
all the cows. The 
government gives you a 
glass of milk. 






FASCISM 


You have two cows. The 
government takes both, 
hires you to take care of 
them, and sells you the 
milk. 






PURE 

COMMUNISM 


You share two cows with 
your neighbors. You and 
your neighbors bicker 
about who has the most 
"ability" and who has the 
most "need". Meanwhile, 
no one works, no one gets 
any milk, and the cows 
drop dead of starvation. 






RUSSIAN 
COMMUNISM 


You have two cows. You 
have to take care of them, 
but the government takes 
all the milk. You steal 








back as much milk as you 
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can and sell it on the black 
market. 






DICTATORSHIP 


You have two cows. The 
government takes both and 
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PURE 

DEMOCRACY 


You have two cows. Your 
neighbors decide who gets 
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REPRESENTATIVE 
DEMOCRACY 


You have two cows. Your 
neighbors pick someone to 
tell you who gets the milk. 








You don't have any cows. 
The bank will not lend you 
money to buy cows, 
because you don't have 
any cows to put up as 
collateral. 







Mussolini's Creation of a Fascist State 



Directions: Watch the video clip and answer the following questions. 
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-E8XW8d-RQoSENGQkJLd2ZVbkU/edit?usp=sharing 

1) Based on the video clip, what was the purpose of Mussolini and his Black Shirts' March on 
Rome in 1922? 9:30-11:14 



2) Based on the video, how did Mussolini turn Italy into a fascist and totalitarian state? 14:10' 
19:10 
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3) Based on the video, why was Mussolini's campaign against Ethiopia in 1935 important? 
22:00-24:15 



The Rise of Fascism in Italy: An Overview 

Directions: Read the text and image and answer the related questions. 




ON INDIVIDUALISM: 

Fascism conceives of the State as an absolute, in comparison with which all individuals 
or groups are relative, only to be conceived of in their relation to the State. . . Liberalism denied 
the state in the interests of the particular individual; fascism reaffirms the State as the true reality 
of the individual. . . . Therefore, for the Fascist, everything is in the State, and nothing human or 
spiritual exists, much less has value, outside the State. 

ON PACIFISM: 

For Fascism, the growth of empire, that is to say the expansion of the nation, is an 
essential manifestation of vitality, and its opposite a sign of decadence ..." 

Fascism does not, generally speaking, believe in the possibility or utility of perpetual 
peace. It therefore discards pacifism. . .War alone keys up all human energies to their maximum 
tension and sets the seal of nobility on those peoples who have the courage to face it.... All 
doctrines which postulate peace at all costs are incompatible with Fascism. 

-THE DOCTRINE OF FASCISM, BENITO MUSSOLINI (1932) 
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1) According to the passage, what concepts does fascism oppose? 



2) How does fascism differ from democracy? 



3) What can happen in a society where the state is all-powerful? 



4) Why does fascism value war and the "expansion of the nation?" 



Critical Thinking Question: 

Is Fascism the best political and economic system to follow? Why or 
why not? 



DAY TWO 

Aim: Was Germany's fall to fascism inevitable? 
The Rise of Hitler: An Overview 



Directions: Read the text and image and answer the related questions. 




German money being used 
for cooking fuel in 1924 



"The economic depression that follows the 1929 stock market crash has a dramatic impact on 
European and American nations . . .Germany, humiliated by the Treaty of Versailles, stripped of its 
colonies and forced to compensate the allies for war damages, is also facing a major crisis. The 
economic situation results in a severe depression, which for many exemplifies the failure of 
capitalism. The National Socialist Party of German Workers (National-Sozialistische Deutsche 
Arbeiterpartei or NSDAP ) strikes an alliance with extreme -right industrialists to counter the rise of 
communism. The NSDAP, or Nazi Party, is ruled by a charismatic leader, Adolph (Adolf) Hitler, who 
inflames the crowds by promising a strong Germany, freed from the humiliation of the Treaty of 
Versailles and reconciled with its past military grandeur. Through propaganda, manipulation and 
terror, Hitler eliminates all forms of opposition and on January 30, 1933, is named Chancellor. The 
following year, after a bloody repression, he takes on the title of Fuehrer (Supreme Leader) of the 
Third Reich and seeks popular approval of the move through the August 19 referendum. . . 

-Excerpt adapted from junobeach.org 
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1) Why would any sane person burn money? 



2) What problems faced Germans after WWI? 



3) Who was Adolf Hitler and what did he promise the German people? 



4) How did Adolf Hitler come to power? 



5) How did Fascist dictators eventually affect countries beyond their 
borders? 



6) Why did Fascism appeal to many people after WWI? 



Hitler's Creation of a Fascist State 

Directions: Watch the video clip and answer the following questions. 
https://docs.google.eom/file/d/0B-E8XW8d-RQobE5FcXpUU09O YTQ/edit?usp=sharing 

4) Based on the video clip, how does Hitler become Chancellor? 32:00-29:00 
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5) Based on the video, why is Hitler able to pass the Enabling Act, giving him complete 
political power over Germany for four years? 25:00-18:00 



6) Based on the video, what does Hitler do to secure his power over Germany? 7:00-3:45 



Adolf Hitler's Brand of Fascism: 



Directions: Read the following passage and answer the questions below. 



...the Jew is the big rabble-rouser for the complete destruction of Germany. Wherever 

in the world we read about attacks on Germany, Jews are the source If our people 

and our state become the victims of blood-thirsty and money-thirsty Jewish tyrants, the 
whole world will be enmeshed in the tentacles of this octopus. If, however, Germany 
liberates itself from this yoke, we can be sure that the greatest threat to all humanity has 
been broken.... 

A people gains its freedom of existence only by occupying a sufficiently large space on 
earth. ... In the light of this fact we National Socialists must resolutely stick to our 
foreign policy goals, namely to secure for the German people the territorial base to 
which they are entitled. This is the only goal, which before God and our German 
posterity justifies shedding our blood. . . 

-Adolf Hitler, from Mein Kampf(My Struggle), 1925 



1) According to first paragraph, what place would Jewish people hold in Hitler's 
Germany? 
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2) According to the second paragraph, what are the foreign policy goals of the 
National Socialists (Nazi Party)? 
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DAY THREE 

Aim: Did Japan 's desire for more territory justify its actions in Manchuria and China ? 
Japanese Militarism 



The 1929 Depression hit Japan hard. The civilian government found that it had no 
solutions to the problems presented by the world-wide depression and to the army the 
civilian government looked weak. Many people admired the more robust response of 
the army. The unemployed of Japan looked to the strength of the army to assist their 
plight rather than to what weak politicians were doing. The voices of senior army 
generals were heard and they argued for a campaign to win new colonies abroad so 
that the industries there could be exploited for Japan. The most obvious target was a 
full-scale invasion of Manchuria. 

-From http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/ 



1) How did the 1929 Depression help cause the Japanese invasion of Manchuria? 
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SOURCE B 

The League of Nations' actions during the Manchurian Crisis. 

* 

"A Diary of Delay" 




September 1931 
December 1931 
March 1932 
November 1932 
February 1933 


Council of the League meets to consider China's appeal for help. 
Lord Lytton heads a Commission of the League to visit Manchuria. 
Assembly of the League debates the crisis in Manchuria. 
Council of the League receives the Lytton Report. 
Assembly of the League condemns Japan's invasion of Manchuria. 



1) Explain why this source is titled "A Diary of Delay." 



SOURCE C 

A British cartoon published in 1932 called 'The Doormat'. 




2) What is the soldier (labeled "Japan") doing in this political cartoon? 
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3) Explain why the League of Nations acted the way it did after Japan's invasion of 
Manchuria. 



4) "The Manchurian Crisis showed the weakness of the League of Nations and led to its 
downfall." Use your knowledge and the sources to explain whether you agree or disagree 
with this statement. 



China Fights Against Japan 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B-E8XW8d-RQodEhiYTViSTFtRmM/edit?usp=sharing 

1) Based on the video, why were the Japanese a threat to China and its government? How did 
the Chinese plan on responding? 57:15-59:30 



2) What did the Japanese do which hurt their chance of success in conquering China? 59:00' 
1:1:04 
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3) How did the Chinese government and people fight back against the Japanese? 1:1:05-1:1:17 



The Rape of Nanking 




"Between December 1937 and March 1938 one of the worst massacres in modern times took 
place. Japanese troops captured the Chinese city of Nanjing (Nanking) and embarked on a 
campaign of murder, rape and looting. 

Based on estimates made by historians and charity organizations in the city at the time, 
between 250,000 and 300,000 people were killed, many of them women and children. 

The number of women raped was said by Westerners who were there to be 20,000, and there 
were widespread accounts of civilians being hacked to death." - Excerpt adapted from 
bbc.co.uk 



1) What happened in the Chinese city of Nanking between 1937 and 1938? 



2) How many people were killed by the Japanese army? 
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3) How many Chinese women were raped by Japanese troops? 



4) Do you think that Japan's desire for more territory justified their army's 
actions at Nanking? Why or why not? 
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Name: 



Date: 



Grade: 84 Points 



Homework #3 

1) Directions: Read Chapters 31, Sections 2, 3, and 4. 

2) Directions: For each term or name, create a flashcard by writing two sentences explaining its 
significance on a 4 x 6 ruled white index card. 3 POINTS PER CARD 

a) Weimar Republic g) Mein Kampf 

b) The Great Depression h) Lebensraum 

c) Fascism i) Axis Powers 

d) Benito Mussolini j) Third Reich 

e) Adolph Hitler k) Munich Conference 

f) Nazism 

2) Directions: Create a timeline showing major events in the rise of fascism. Use the dates: 2 



POINTS PER EVENT 


a) 


October 1922 


b) 


1929 


c) 


1931 (Japan) 


d) 


January 1933 


e) 


1937 (Japan) 


f) 


November 9, 1938 



3) Directions: Answer the following questions by writing complete sentences. 5 POINTS PER 
ANSWER 

a) What factors led to the rise of fascism in Italy? 

b) How did Hitler gradually gain his power? 

c) Compare the militarists in Japan with the European Fascists. 

d) Why couldn't the League of Nations stop Japan from invading Manchuria and China? 

e) How did Hitler defy the Treaty of Versailles on March 7, 1936? 

4) Directions: Answer the following questions by writing paragraphs. 10 POINTS PER 
ANSWER 

a) What factors were most important in leading to the rise of fascism? (For example, you 
may discuss the Treaty of Versailles, the Great Depression, and/or a backlash to the rise 
of Communism). 

b) Why did Japan invade Manchuria and China in the 1930s? Was it the right thing to do 
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